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Introduction

This report sets out progress on the actions identified in the City Council’s Air
Quality Strategy and Action Plan (published 2001). The last progress report was
published in April 2008. The purpose of the progress reports has been to help
ensure momentum with the Air Quality Action Plan and provide a focus for
ongoing action within the Borough.

The Westminster City Council (WCC) action plan outlined a 5 year plan to
reduce air pollution. Eight years on, pollution levels still remain above the
National Air Quality Objectives although some improvements to air quality have
been achieved.

A revision of the Westminster Air Quality Strategy is now underway to update
the focus of actions. This new action plan and strategy will be based on current
knowledge of air pollution in Westminster and also take account of national and
regional changes and initiatives.

One limitation of the 2001 action plan was that it was difficult to estimate the
effect on air pollution levels that each action could have and as such it was
difficult to quantify any air quality improvement. It is envisaged that these issues
will be addressed, where possible, in the new strategy and action plan. This will
enable improved progress reporting on the new actions.

A Strategic Environmental Appraisal (SEA) is also required in respect of the
emerging Air Quality Strategy in order to maximise environmental benefit.

Also, new areas of policy work, such as climate change, have many synergies
with air quality. These policy areas are to be better integrated with air quality
policy so that potential benefits or conflicts can be identified and addressed.

This progress report relates to actions from the current Strategy and Action Plan
from 2001. Whilst some progress has been made under each of the key areas,
the majority of work completed since the last progress report has focused on
developing the new Strategy and Action Plan.

The City Council’s current Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan should be read in
conjunction with this report. Copies of that document are available from
http://www.westminster.gov.uk/airquality.




Summary of Actions

The original Air Quality Action Plan (2001) contained actions to take forward
strategic policies set out in the Air Quality Strategy and many of the actions
have now been completed. Progress continues to be made under key areas,
although in some cases an action is no longer relevant or progress has been
slow due to regulatory changes or other changes in circumstances.

Progress since the April 2008 report includes:

e Modelling and source apportionment study undertaken by Cambridge
Environmental Research Consultants (CERC) in order to improve the
understanding of emission sources within the City of Westminster.

e Public consultation on issues surrounding the development of a new air
quality strategy and action plan. (AQ issues paper)

e Public consultation on the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Scoping Report.

e Review of all consultation responses the Air Quality Issues paper and
SEA scoping report.

e Writing the new Draft Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan - ongoing

Updating the Strategy and Action Plan

The majority of work completed during the last year has been related to the
updating of the Strategy and Action Plan.

This has being approached in two stages — firstly the development of an Air
Quality Issues paper, with public consultation, to help shape the development of
the Draft Air Quality Strategy. This is to be followed by a second round of
consultation.

The Council has also determined that a Strategic Environmental Appraisal
(SEA) should be carried out in respect of the emerging air quality strategy in
order to maximise environmental benefit.

The Air Quality Issues paper was the first stage in the development of the new
Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan. The issues paper described the challenges
we face in tackling air pollution and sets out the legislative and policy context. It
listed the proposed objectives that would form the basis of the new strategy,
detailed the key issues affecting air quality and outlined possible actions that will
be considered for inclusion in the new action plan.



The paper set out various actions relating to each of these issues. These were
intended as ideas at this stage; the purpose of the consultation was to
communicate these thoughts and seek opinions on whether there were other
issues or other actions that we had not considered.

Responses from the public consultation exercise have been reviewed and the
Strategy and Action Plan document is in the process of being drafted. Ideas and
actions which make it to the final Air Quality Strategy and Action Plan will have
undergone a thorough assessment and we will be able to show how and why
the final actions are in the final draft.

Key Issues affecting air quality
The issues paper identified ten key issues affecting air quality in Westminster,
which should be addressed through the action plan. These were:

1. Traffic emissions,

2. Alternative fuels,

3. Alternatives to cars,

4. Emissions from diesel trains,

5. Emissions from buildings,

6. Construction emissions,

7. Synergies and trade-offs with climate change gases,
8. Very fine particles (PMz5),

9. Communications,

10. Health inequalities.

Proposed Objectives
Currently, the proposed focus areas of the new strategy are as follows:

Tackling emissions from road transport,

Tackling air pollution from development,

Tackling emissions from rail,

Understanding and tackling PM2 5.

Understanding and reducing exposure through behaviour.

a0~

Progress with current Action Plan

The majority of work this year has been focused on updating the Strategy and
Action Plan. However, some progress has been made towards ongoing actions
from the 2001 plan. These are summarised in the tables to follow.
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